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Worthy Brothers All, 

Effective July 1, 2022, we started a new Fraternal Year. For all intent and purposes Covid 19, the Coronavirus was now 
well behind us or so we thought.  Every once in a while, it reared its ugly head to let us know that it was still around. Our 
parishes have reopened, and everything was returning to normalcy. Our councils started having in person meetings, our 
parishes were beginning to have the usual coffee and donuts after Sunday Masses and breakfasts. Councils started 
having activities and the State Council began scheduling in person meetings. 

The Supreme Council continued its on Demand Online Degrees and encouraged local jurisdictions to hold in person 
degrees as often as possible. The Combined Exemplification Degree proved to be an asset to the State and local councils. 
The State Council regularly holds one Online Exemplification monthly, with councils establishing their own Degree 
teams.   

The Free Online Membership program has continued, and membership has increased. Councils took advantage of these 
members and began inviting them to join their councils. Supreme is continuing the program with the code of 
“BlessedMcGivney” for twelve months free membership/. 

During the spring and summer of 2021, the Supreme Council was developing a new membership program. The new 
Affiliate Member program is a means in which councils may transfer from their rolls inactive members who qualified for 
the program. Phase one was conducted in the September-October period and Phase Two covering the Northeast and 
Southeast Territories received their training for the program in mid-February and submitted their lists of members 
recommended for designation as Affiliates and transferred to their state affiliate councils during the month of March 
2022. 

Supremes’ innovative change to the Founder’s Award program continues. Instead of councils having to fill an insurance 
quota, attendance and participating in Fraternal Benefits Nights qualifies for the award. Local councils must advertise, 
promote, solicit council and parish members to attend an informative presentation hosted by the insurance agency. This 
year a requirement of seven members or guests must attend. Many councils well received this program. 

The COVID-19 Pandemic although, believed to be under control, kept creeping up on us.   Many attending the Supreme 
convention last August returned home with the virus through Yes, be safe, be smart and make your own decisions. We 
must not let this virus ever again close our churches, our schools, and our communities. 

Let us now review all that has occurred during fraternal year 2022-2023: 

The NH State Council sponsored two recurring monthly events on the schedule: 

Blessed Michael McGivney Rosary held monthly on the fourth Thursday at 7:00 pm and the State Virtual Exemplification 
of the Combined Charity, Unity and Fraternity Degree which was held monthly on the fourth Friday. 

July 2021:  The year started on a positive note, meetings such as the Executive Board, District Deputy Organizational 
meeting and the Summer Quarterly were all held in person. Emphasis was placed on:   

 

 

 



District Deputy and Grand Knight Training 

• Duties and responsibilities. 

• Interactions between state and local councils 

• Administrative reporting in a timely manner. 

• Keeping an open channel of communications. 

New Meeting Guidelines 

• The importance of holding two meetings – Planning and Business 

• Considerations for in-person and virtual meetings 

August 2022: 
The Supreme Convention was held on August 2- 4, 2022 in Nashville, Tennessee.  The Supreme Convention Welcome 
Concert held on August 1, 2022, in the Grand Olde Opry was superb with presentations by the Hillbilly Thomists ((a band 
of Friars from the Order of Preachers) followed by a concert by Country Western star Craig Morgan.  The installation of 
State Officers and District Deputies was held on August 13, 2022, following the 4:00 pm Mass at St Joseph Cathedral, 
Manchester, NH.  We also initiated two new programs – FS Forums and GK Forums which allows attendees to interact 
with their peers in discussions. 

September 2022:  
Starting off for the month of September was the State Camporee at Camp Fatima.  We had 140 people attend and 
$2,404.06 dollars was raised for Workday 2023.  We also had the annual retreat at Camp Bernadette with Fr Matt 
Mason as our spiritual guide.  

October 2022: 
On October 1st we held the State Scholarship Dinner (formerly State Ball) and Charity Raffle. We awarded scholarships 
to Margaret McGee, James P. Williams, Amelia Guarino, Adele M. Sinagra and to seminarian Caleb Goff.  

The State Raffle winners were: 

Kathy Trombly $3,000.00 -------- Lynmarie MacMillan $1,000.00 

Donna Burns $500.00 ------------- Brian Silver $100.00 

Carrie McGee $100.00 ------------ Charles R. Horksen $100.00 

Carrie Burns $100.00 -------------- Michael Mecheski $100.00 

The Executive Board meeting was held on October 8th and the Fall Quarterly was of the Sixteenth in Windham and 
hosted by Windham Council 7572. The main emphasis of the meeting was membership on the Faith in Action Program.  

On October 21, 2022, the State Deputy attended the Rochester, NH, Options for Women Banquet accepted and received 
on behalf of the New Hampshire Knights of Columbus "The Margery P. Foster Award for the Advancement of Life" 
award.  

November 2022: 
The month was pretty quiet.  Fraternal Benefit Nights were held in Nashua, Cl 13904 and in Meredith Cl 17141.  State 
Deputy Mid-Year Meeting was held in Orlando, Florida on the 18-20 November 2022.  We also held the Financial 
Secretary and Grand Knight Forums, the State Rosary and the State Online Degree.  

December 2022: 
On December 10, 2022, we held the District Deputy Mid-Year Organizational meeting at St Marie's Parish followed by 
Mass, dinner and a Yankee Swap. Our Supreme Guest was RGD Ken Latham.  We also held the State Rosary, Online 
Degree, Financial Secretary and Grand Knight forums. Additionally, the State Convention planning committee is holding 
biweekly meetings to prepare for the State Convention in April. 



January 2023: 
On January 7th, the State Council Executive Board met at St Mary’s Church in Dover, NH. The State Winter Quarterly was 
held in Belmont, NH and hosted by Council 10943 on January 22, 2023.  Townhall Meetings were held for Districts 7 &8 
on January 23, Districts 1, 4, 6 and 16 on January 24 and Districts 9 & 11 on January 25, with Supreme representative 
RGD Ken Latham.  The State Rosary was held on January 26, 2023, and the State Online Degree on January 27, 2023.  We 
also held a Financial Secretary Forum on January 30, 2023and this format is working well for all concerned.  Additionally, 
councils throughout the State were able to transfer inactive members through the Affiliate Member Initiative. 

February 2023: 
The State Birthright Dinner was held on February 11, 2023, with an attendance of approximately 150 people attending 
and was sponsored by Council 3023 in Derry.  At 12:01 am on February22, 2023 members of the New Hampshire Knights 
of Columbus opened the 40 Days for Life program with prayers in Concord, NH.  Program chairperson Ron Distasio led 
the prayer program. 

March 2023: 
March 23, 2023, was the deadline for councils transferring members to the Affiliate program and 79 members were 
transferred.  The annual Pro-Life Seminar was held on March 26, 2023, at St Joseph Cathedral in Manchester, NH. On 
March 29th, Founder’s Day a group of Knights and wives made the bus trip to New Haven, CT to attend Mass. March 29, 
2023, marks the 141st Anniversary of the founding by Blessed Michael McGivney of the Knights of Columbus This month 
we continued with our FS Forum and GK Forum virtual meetings and the Monthly State Rosary, the virtual State Degree 
Exemplification was not held. 

April 2023:  
The month saw us continuing to host a State Virtual Degree of April 21st and the monthly Blessed Michael McGivney 
Rosary of the 27th and culminating the month with State Annual Convention on April 29, 30 and 31, 2023. 

May 2023: 
We also have the Camp Fatima workday on the 20th.   On May 25th we will be holding the monthly Blessed Michael 
McGivney Rosary and the Virtual State Degree Exemplification on the 26th. We will also hold A Grand Knight’s Forum on 
May 31, 2023. 

June 2023: 
As with the local councils, the month of June for completing reporting requirements for the new fraternal year.  
Directory information submitted to the State webmaster, Form 185 to Supreme on Officers elected for term, and the 
Columbian Award Application.  The State Council will also hold New Grand Knight training on June 24th at Exeter Council 
2179. 

In conclusion: 
We have had an extremely busy year. In January, we held three townhall meetings with our Regional Growth Director 
Ken Latham.  From those meetings the State Council is planning improved communications with the local councils via 
our quarterly workshops.  It is anticipated that more townhall meetings can be conducted to help improve our working 
relationships with the councils. 

I want to thank the State Officers, District Deputies, Directors Chairmen, Grand Knights, and all of you my Brother 
Knights for all that you have accomplished during this fraternal year in the name of the Knights of Columbus. 

I especially want to thank our wives, Peggy, Janice, Anita, Darlene, Maureen, Sue, and Sandy. Without their support and 
encouragement, we would not be here. 

I wish to say thank you to my wife Peggy who has stood firmly by my side throughout all these years. Adjusting to my 
new positions every few years and now as the wife of the State Deputy, taking responsibility for hosting the Ladies 
Program at our Quarterly meetings and supervising the Hospitality room at the annual convention. Without her support 
I would not be here.  

God Bless, 
Raymond A. Lemay Sr 
State Deputy 
Knights of Columbus 
New Hampshire Jurisdiction 


