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Declaration for State Deputy: Joseph Kowalik III 

1. Tell us a little about yourself and family. 
Greetings, I am Joseph J. Kowalik III. I am a 3

rd 
Degree Knight (Insurance Member) in the Fr. 

Raymond Langlois Council #4961, Hooksett NH and a 4
th 

Degree Sir Knight in the Bishop Bradley 

Assembly #626, Manchester NH.  

I was born in Knoxville Tennessee in 1953. I graduated from Manchester High School Central in 

1971 and I have an associated degree from UNH. I worked in the grocery industry until 1976, when I 

enlisted in the United States Air Force. I worked on FB-111's at Pease AFB, Newington NH until 1980 

and received an Honorable Discharge as an E-4 (Sergeant). I returned to Manchester NH to work in 

United States Postal Service. I rose through the ranks and after 32 years retired as Postmaster in 2012. 

In 1980, I married Susan Jean McCloud. We moved to Hooksett in 1987 and joined our current parish, 

Holy Rosary Church. I am the oldest of six siblings, and my wife is the youngest of two. We have raised 

three Catholic children. Brother Knight Joseph IV is 37 and manages at Subway, Brother Knight Jason 

is 34 and is a nuclear/mechanical engineer in Groton CT, and Amanda (32) is a teaching nurse at Elliott 

Hospital. Sue and I are blessed with three (3) grandchildren. 

2. What leadership experience have you had that would help you serve in the 
officer position you have declared for? 
In my 17+ years in the Knights of Columbus I have not backed away from leadership roles. 

As “your” State Secretary, from July 2017 to present, my goal: to serve the membership and councils. 

My plan was to improve the effectiveness and functionality of state and local council accountability. 

 Visited 37 councils thru March 2019 to interact with Grand Knights and council members. 

 Balances two (2) annual state budgets without raising the Per Capita rate. 

 Created and implemented auditable Voucher Request Forms for individual re-imbursements. 

 Eliminated “Two-Party” Checks from State Raffle and Tootsie Roll Drive council distributions. 

 Established the “Memorandum of Understanding” between the NH State Council and Dartmouth 

Hitchcock Medical Center for the Kidney Transplant Program. 

As “your” State Treasurer, from July 2015 through June 2017, I worked on our banking and 

accounting procedures, and interacted through the State Council Executive Board and our Accounting 

Firm, Ivas and Associates, LLP.   

 Switched our four (4) checking accounts to “Simple Free Business Checking” saving $500.00 per year. 

 Converted Quicken accounts to QuickBooks Pro aligning with CPA Audit reporting to Supreme & IRS. 

 Created and activated “Check Maintenance Program” to reduce/minimize “stale” checks (> 180 days). 

As “your” State Warden, from July 2013 through June 2015, I tirelessly worked toward the goals 

and objectives of State Deputy Rich McDermott as a team-oriented member of the NH State Executive 

Board.  I was recognized as the NH State Council "Knight of the Year 2013-2014” by SD Rich 

McDermott. 

 Tasked with and created the “Weekly Briefing” emailed out on Mondays to state and council officers.  

 2013 State Ball Promotion Chairman promoted council table purchases and silent auction donations. 

 2014 State Ball Ticket Chairman and 2015 Granite Award Banquet Ticket Chairman 

 In 2013 and 2014 assisted collecting State Directory information from councils and assemblies. 

 In 2014 joined the 4
th

 Degree Exemplification Team (still on the team 2019).   

 Assisted with FS/FC Member Management Training for financial secretaries and faithful controllers.  

 Established and lead our first Audio Sound System Team for State Convention and other State Events. 
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As District Deputy #9, I was appointed by SD Joel Plante in 2011. In 2012, with the passing Of DD 

Raymond Carignan, I covered his College Council at Saint Anselm College until June 2012. I was 

recognized as the NH State Council “District Deputy of the Year” by SD Joel Plante. 

As State Council Director, I was appointed by SD Greg Taillon, SD Edward McCann, & SD Joel Plante 

for a total of six (6) years from July 2007 through June 2013. 

Served as Grand Knight, Father Raymond P. Langlois Council # 4961 Hooksett NH for four (4) years. 

 We recruited over twenty (20) new members since I joined the council.  

 Established a “Ladies Auxiliary” expanding the family aspect of the council & role in Hooksett  

 Hosted State Activities: Cribbage Tourney, Training Sessions, Awards Committee Meetings, Etc. 

Civil Duties: 

 Elected 3rd Vice President of Queen City Chapter 0408, Manchester NH, of the National Active and 

Retired Federal Employees (NARFE), I was also the membership chairman.   
 Elected Secretary/Treasurer of National Association of Postmasters of the U.S. - NH Chapter (2002-2004). 

 Elected Supervisory Committee Chairman for the Postal Employees Credit Union of NH (1991-1999) I 

ensured that our committee reviewed the Credit Union activities and audited record keeping. 

3. What do you believe are the key challenges for the NH State Council to 
continue its Christian Mission? What ideas do you have to help address these 
challenges? 
We must change, we will change, and we will be better for it. 

The Supreme Council is aggressively instituting changes, recruitment tools, the “Faith In Action” 

program, uniform. We need deal with, and handle, these changes in order to effectively and successfully 

grow our Order, our state and our local councils. 

We must change the way we recruit! 

 We must aggressively recruit “under 40” members to our councils on their own turf.  

 We must embrace Supreme recruitment tools especially e-Membership brochures and business cards.  

 We must utilize Prospect Landing Pages, and, get these Knights into our councils! 

We need to embrace “Faith In Action! 

 We need to be in our churches with these engaging faith-based activities that our young families seek. 

 We need to solicit the involvement of non-knights to assist with council programs and activities. 

 We must embrace Praesidium training showing we care to provide children with a “Safe Environment”. 

We need to come together as a United State Council! 

 We need to recognize that what we are doing may no longer work, so we must change to survive. 

 We need to re-invigorate council support of State Council wide functions and activities.  

 Our faith is confronted on many levels. We must band together. Each council’s single fiber is needed in 

the unbreakable cable. 

4. Should you get elected and progress thru the chairs, what would you like to 
accomplish if given the opportunity to someday become State Deputy? 
I have the background and ardent desire to see the NH Knights of Columbus be successful. Indirectly, with the 

hope my brother knights have the confidence to promote me to State Deputy for FY2019-2020, I would like 

build on the accomplishments as State Secretary, and all previous positions I have held.   

 Seek additional council membership through new Supreme online recruitment initiatives.  

 Expand council “Faith In Action” participation.  

 Revitalize council support of state events and activities. 

Together we will be stronger councils, for the betterment of our Catholic Church, our Bishops & Priests, 

and our future; the seminarians and postulants that will lead our faith.   

Vivat Jesus. 


