
2019 Granite Award 

BRIAN LESTER 

Council 10896 is honored to nominate Brian Lester, a 3rd Degree Knight, for the 2019 Granite 

Award.   

At 10:00AM Mass at St John Neumann, Merrimack, NH, you can hear Brian’s rich baritone voice 

as he leads the congregation in song as Cantor. In addition to Brian’s musical gifts, you will see 

the reason Brian is uniquely qualified for this award: Leadership with joy. As he raises his hands 

to lead the congregation in song, his face, his eyes, his whole being smiles warmly as he leads 

with joy. 

Brian and his wife Andrea have been married for over 35 years. They have two children, Brandi 

and Eric, and two granddaughters. In raising their kids, it was then that Brian got involved in 

Religious Education at St John Neumann and Boy Scouts.   

Brian has been involved with Boy Scouts for the past 20 years. This includes roles as Pack 

Committee Chair, Scoutmaster to several District roles. The greatest measure of one’s 

accomplishments, are not the trophies or material rewards, but the impact one has on others.  

Eagle Scout is the most honored and difficult level to achieve in Scouting:  13 Eagle Scouts 

recognized Brian as their Mentor. To be involved with 13 Eagles Scouts is outstanding; to be 

named Mentor by 13 is truly inspirational.   

Brian has been recognized for his Leadership with the Boy Scouts with the following awards: 

 Scoutmaster Award of Merit 

 District Award of Merit 

 Bronze Pelican – recognition of outstanding contribution to the spiritual development of 

the Catholic Youth in the program of the Boy Scouts of America. 

Brian has also been very involved in Religious activity at St John Neumann.     

 He taught 7th grade Religious Education for 4 years. 

 Led the Youth Passion Play for 5 years. 

 Has joined St John Neumann groups to Steubenville East (3 years) and Life Teen Summer 

Camp (3 years). 

Brian has also combined his two passions of Scouts and Faith by leading over 25 Scouts through 

Ad Altaire Dei Religious Medal. The Ad Altare Dei (to the Altar of God) medal is to help Catholic 

Youth develop a fully Christian way of life.   

 

Many parents get involved with their children’s activities, such as Scouts and Parish activities.  

However most parents’ involvement trails off as their children grow up and move up.  Brian, 

inspired by the work with his children, has continued his involvement in these programs beyond 



their involvement.  Not just has he stayed involved, he has deepened his involvement by taking 

many leadership roles in Scouts and Church. 

 

Brian is not done. On June 16, 2018, Brian was accepted by Bishop Libasci as a candidate as a 

Permanent Deacon. Brian is expecting to be ordained in 2021. 

 

Brian has shown a lifelong passion for Scouts, Youth and the Catholic Faith. When Brian is 

leading, from the front or the rear, it is always done with a smile and great joy. 

 



2019 Granite Award 

Hon. Daniel St. Hilaire 

 

Hon. Daniel St. Hilaire is a judge of the NH Superior Court, appointed by Gov. Chris Sununu in 

2018. He is an attorney and leader in the community who has served the people of New 

Hampshire for decades. He exemplifies the virtues of patriotism, leadership, and 

humanitarianism. 

 

Judge St. Hilaire’s distinguished record of public service includes high-profile elected and 

appointed positions where he improved the lives many Granite Stater’s. He has served as: 
 

 NH Executive Councilor 

 Mayor Pro Tem and City Councilor, City of Concord 

 Merrimack County Attorney 

 NH Liquor Commission Chief Operating Officer 

 NH Liquor Commission Legal Counsel 

 Assistant Concord City Prosecutor 

 NH Department of Safety Hearings Examiner 

 

A native of New Hampshire, he is a 1985 graduate of Concord High School and received his B.A. 

from Boston University in 1989 and earned his J.D. in 1992 from the Boston University School of 

Law. 

 

The FAST Program is one of many accomplishments demonstrating Dan St. Hilaire’s 

commitment to making peoples’ lives better. Before the opioid epidemic became part of the 

public’s consciousness, Dan St. Hilaire, as Merrimack County Attorney, developed and 

spearheaded the FAST Program to address the high volume of criminal defendants abusing 

drugs and alcohol. FAST is an acronym that stands for First time Alcohol and Drug Training. It 

still goes on strong today, sixteen years later, offering alcohol and drug education combined 

with increased supervision and accountability of criminal offenders. 

 

Moreover, Dan St. Hilaire’s time on the Executive Council was distinguished by responsive 

constituent service and a commitment to policies and programs that improved people’s lives. 

 

A longtime former city councilor, Dan St. Hilaire also helped significantly improve and revitalize 

Main Street in downtown Concord, a project that came in at more than $1.1 million under 

budget. 

 

Now as a judge, Dan St. Hilaire is applying the rule of law and bringing fairness and justice to 

disputing parties. 

 

Daniel St. Hilaire, age 52, is married to Kim Beatty, a schoolteacher. His son, Matthew St. 

Hilaire, serves in the U.S. Marine Corps. 



2019 GRANITE AWARD 

Thomas Blonski  
  

Tom Blonski has been the president and chief executive officer of Catholic Charities New 

Hampshire, since March 2006.   

 

In community outreach, Tom leads the mission of Catholic Charities to meet the 

increasing needs of the poor and vulnerable of New Hampshire through expanded social 

services.  

 

Serving 1 in 13 people throughout New Hampshire, Tom, along with his connections at 

Catholic Charities of New Hampshire, offers programs and services that range from  

 

 Counseling and case management at district offices throughout the state 

 Immigration legal services  

 The New Hampshire Food Bank  

 St. Charles Children’s School  

 Adoption  

 Parenting and pregnancy care  

 And nursing facilities 

 

His involvement within the community and State of New Hampshire, closely involves 

him with previous Granite Award recipient, Bishop Peter Libasci and the Diocese of 

Manchester. 

  

A graduate of Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut, Tom also holds an MBA with a 

specialization in healthcare from the University of Connecticut.  He is a graduate of 

Leadership New Hampshire, Leadership Manchester, Leadership Seacoast, Leadership 

Nashua, and an active member of Manchester Rotary.  He currently serves on the New 

Hampshire Supreme Court’s Character and Fitness Committee, the Manchester 

Chamber of Commerce Board and recently transitioned off the Serenity Place Board of 

Trustees.   

  

Tom lives in Brentwood, NH with his wife and three children and is an avid runner.  

 

Tom is a certified youth minister and is an active volunteer in his church community.   

 

In conjunction with Seacoast Family Promise, he is also the coordinator of the Homeless 

Ministry program at St. Mary’s Church in Newmarket. 

 

At this time, it is our honor to present Thomas Blonski, as this year 2019 Granite Award 

recipient. 
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